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A NORTH COUNTRY 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT THROUGH ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE 
 

Appleby Foundation, in partnership with the 
Town of Jay and the hamlet of Au Sable Forks, 
NY, is leading a project to transform the Masons’ 
building on Rte 9N in the Adirondacks into an 
attractive, inspirational and bustling hub of 
activity.  Located at the northern gateway to the 
High Peaks region, it will become the new 
Tahawus Lodge Center in the heart of the 
business district of Au Sable Forks. 
 
The restoration of this anchor building into an  
arts and commercial center will not only stimulate 
the local economy, but over the long term will 
offer new opportunities for cultural and business 
development, attract tourists, and benefit the 
whole community.     
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Tahawus Lodge 790 was chartered by the Masons 
on October 11, 1884.  Constructed in 1911, it was 
one of the few anchor buildings of Au Sable Forks 
to survive the great fire in 1925.  
 

The name Ta-ha-wus was said to be a Native 
American word “Cloudsplitter.”  It is also thought 
that Europeans invented this name for Mt. Marcy, 
the highest peak in the Adirondack Mountains. 

Masonic Lodge, circa 1915 



  

TAHAWUS LODGE CENTER 
 

A CONDUIT FOR CULTURAL EXCHANGE, CREATING  
JOBS, SUPPORTING FAMILIES, STIMULATING NEW 

ENTERPRISES IN THE NORTH COUNTRY. 
 

Name   ______________________________ 

Organization  ____________________________ 

Address   _______________________________ 

   _______________________________ 

Phone   _______________________________ 

Email   _______________________________ 

Gift Amount:   

__$50    __$100    __$250    __$500    __$1,000      
 __$2,500     __$5,000     __Other 

___  My check is enclosed.  
  (payable to Appleby Foundation, Inc. note TLC on check) 
 
 

___  Please charge my credit card  
 Circle one:     AMEX      Mastercard       Visa 
 
Card #       __  __  __  __       __  __  __  __       __  __  __  __        __  __  __  __     
  
Expiration date:  _____/____ Vin # (3 or 4 no. code on card)  __  __  __  __ 
 

Print name on card:  ___________________________ 

Signature:   ________________________________ 

 
___  Contact me to discuss other ways to support TLC. 
 
___   I wish to remain anonymous. 

 
Please note that no goods or services are provided in return  

for a gift.  The full amount of your gift is tax-deductible within the limits 
of the law.  A copy of the latest annual report is available by request.  

 
Appleby Foundation, Inc. is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1979.  Focusing on the creation of original productions  
and the development of programs for youth through moveable 

outreach and enrichment programs in upstate and downstate NY, 
Appleby kindles the imagination and strengthens communities 

through the arts everywhere.   
 

Appleby Foundation, Inc. 
579 Broadway, 4B; New York, NY 10012 

212-431-8489;   Cell: 646-734-7151 
www.applebyfoundation.org 

 
 2876 Silver Lake Rd, Saranac, NY 12981 

518-293-7608;    EMAIL:  cdBrashear@aol.com 
 

IMAGINE A NEW CENTER  
ON MAIN STREET, AT THE GATEWAY FROM 
THE NORTH TO THE HIGH PEAKS, SITUATED 
ON RTE 9N, NESTLED ON THE BANK OF THE 
AU SABLE RIVER, PROMINENTLY LOCATED IN 
THE HEART OF AU SABLE FORKS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A rendering of redevelopment on Main Street, by  
Barton & Loguidice, Downtown Revitalization Plan 2005.   
B&L describes the building as “historically and 
architecturally significant, and should be of priority  
in any redevelopment plans to take place in the  
Forks’ commercial downtown.”    
 
Photographs: Appleby;   Brochure: ASKGMK 
 

Above left: The Adirondack Mountains on Rte 9N 
 

Above right: Looking east, the Au Sable River   
as it flows past the building on the north side 
 

Right: North side of the future TLC building as it looks today,  
with temporary window coverings painted by students from 
a local school; and bridge railing over river in foreground.  

CONTRIBUTE SUPPORT 
AND YOUR IDEAS FOR THE CREATION OF THIS 

EXCITING CENTER DESIGNED TO SERVE  
THE COMMUNITY OF AU SABLE FORKS AND 

THE NORTHERN ADIRONDACKS.  
 

HERE, PARTNERSHIPS IN ARTS AND CULTURE 
WILL THRIVE.  IN THE RESTORED BUILDING 

THERE WILL BE PLACES FOR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES, WORKSHOPS FOR ARTISANS, 

STUDIOS FOR DANCE AND RECREATION, AND 
SPACES FOR EXHIBITIONS AND GATHERINGS.  

 


